
Figure 3:  Investigation of Suspected PE Using Clinical
Probability Assessment, Sensitive D-dimer, and Spiral CT

Suspected PE

Spiral CT

DUS of
proximal

veins

Clinical assessment
of PE probability

Low Moderate High

Sensitive D-dimer
assay

Negative Positive

PE
excluded

No PE +
alternate
Dx found

Normal or
nondiagnostic

Definite PE
(segmental or

larger)

TreatPE
excluded

Negative Positive

Treat

Repeat DUS of
proximal veins

in 5-7  days

Negative Positive

TreatPE
excluded


